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AN ACT concerni ng consumer advocacy.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Counties Code is anmended by addi ng Section
3-9005.5 as foll ows:

(55 I'LCS 5/ 3-9005.5 new)

Sec. 3-9005.5. Consuner utilities advocacy.

(a) The General Assenbly finds that the health, welfare,

and prosperity of [Illinois <citizens, and the public's

interest in adequate, safe, reliable, cost-effective electric

and tel ecomuni cati ons services, benefit by effective public

representation by State's Attorneys to protect the rights and

interests of the public in the provision of all el ements of

electric and tel ecommuni cations service both during and after

the transition to a conpetitive narket, and that to ensure

that the benefits of conpetitionin the provision of both

electric and tel ecommuni cations services to all consuners are

attained, State's Attorneys in counties with nore than

900,000 inhabitants mnmay advocate on behalf of [Illinois

consuners.

(b) As used in this Section:

"Electric services" neans services sold by an electric

servi ce provider

"Electric service provider" nmeans anyone who sells,

contracts to sell, or markets electric power, generation,

distribution, transm ssion, or services (including netering

and billing) in connection therewth. "El ectric service

provider" includes any electric utility and any alternative

retail electric supplier as defined in Section 16-102 of the

Public Uilities Act.

"Tel econmuni cati ons services" nmeans services sold by a
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t el econmuni cations carrier, as provided for in Section 13-203

of the Public Uilities Act.

"Tel ecommunications carrier" neans anyone who sells,

contracts to sell, or narkets tel ecommunications services,
whet her nonconpetitive or conpetitive, including access
servi ces, i nterconnection services, Or any services in
connection therewith. "Tel ecomuni cations carrier" includes

any carrier as defined in Section 13-202 of the Public

Uilities Act.

(c) A State's Attorney in a county wth npre than

900, 000 inhabitants has the power on behalf of the peopl e of

the State to intervene in, and initiate, al | | ega

proceedings on matters relating to the provision, narketing,

and sale of electric and tel econmuni cati ons servi ce whenever

the State's Attorney determnes that the action i s necessary

to pronpte or protect the rights and interest of |Illinois

citizens, <classes of custoners, and users of electric and

t el econmmuni cati ons servi ces.

(d) In addition to the investigative and enforcement

powers available to a State's Attorney, including wthout

limtation those wunder the Consunmer Fraud and Deceptive

Business Practices Act and the lllinois Antitrust Act, the

State's Attorney in counties wth nor e t han 900, 000

i nhabitants shall be a party as a matter of right to al

proceedi ngs, investigations, and related nmatters involving

the provision of electric services and to those proceedi ngs,

i nvestigations, and related matters involving the provision

of telecomunications services before the Illinois Commerce
Commi ssi on and shall, upon request, have access to and the
use of all files, records, data, and docunents in the

possessi on or control of the Conmi ssion, which material the

State's Attorney's office shall naintain as confidential, to

be used for | aw enforcenment purposes only, which material nay

be shared with other | aw enforcenent officials. Nothing in



SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


- 3- LRB9212183JSpcA

this Section is intended to take away or limt any of the

powers the State's Attorney has pursuant to commpn |law or

other statutory | aw.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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